However, it is neither our goal in this work to pursue or provide the limit of acoustic communication, nor prove that the acoustic communication using OAM is better than optical communication. Our objective in this work is only to demonstrate there is an additional channel using OAM to improve current acoustic communication. This is totally different from the author's aim in the study of the theoretical limit for optical communication (6) .
In fact, OAM has a broader definition than azimuthal phase modulation than the author may think (7, 8) . The radial modulation must be included to obtain the complete set of OAM basis like Laguerre-Gaussian modes (8, 9) . OAM multiplexing with both azimuthal and radial modulations is equivalent to the eigenbasis given by singular-value decomposition in ref. 1. As a proof of concept, only the azimuthal modulation is employed in our acoustic experiment to demonstrate the first high-speed acoustic communication achieved by spatial modulation (2). Again, it does not exclude the radial modulation in multiplexing OAM for communications. In fact, we also modulated the radius of a vortex beam on the source side to decrease the size of the superimposed signal (data are available but not included in ref.
2).
As a minor point, the author's comparison between our measured −8.5-dB cross talk in acoustic communication and author's theoretical calculation of cross talk of −7.7 dB in optics is improper. If one is forced to compare, in fact, our experimental measured cross talk as −8.5 dB = 14% in acoustics is even smaller than the author's theoretical value of −7.7 dB = 17% in optics. 
